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STATISTICAL REMARKS. 


HE number of the inhabitants of a country or city is 
almoft renewed every thirty years ; andin a century the 
human race is renewed three timesand one-third. 

If weallow three generations for a century, and fuppofe the 
world to be only 5700 years old, there appears to have been 
171 generations fince the creation of the world to the prefent 
time, 124 fince the deluge, and 53 fince the Chriftian zra ; 
and as there is not a family that can prove its ofigin even as far 
back as the Emperor Charlemagne, it confequently follows that 
the moft ancient families are unable to trace their origin, 
farther back than thirty generations. Very few indeed can 
trace fo far without diving into fiction. 

Out of 1000 infants, who are nurfed by the mother, about 
300 die ; of the fame number, committed to the care of ftrange 
nurfes, it is calculated that 500 perifh. 

Among the 115 deaths, there may be reckoned one woman 
in child bed ; but only one of 400 dies in labour. 

The fmall pox in the natural way, ufually carries off eight 
out of 100. 

By inoculation, one dies out of 300, 

It is remarked that more girls than boys die of the {mall pox 
in the natural way. 

From the calculations founded on the bills of mortality, only 
one out of 3126 reaches the age of 100. 

More people live to a greater age in elevated fituations than 
in thofe which are lower. 

Vou, XX. 510, 3M The 











466 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


The probability is, that a new-born child will live to the age 
of 26 years and fix months. 


Years. Years. Months. 

That one of 1 willlive 41 9 
3 45 7 

5 46 + 
10 44 9 
Aperfon of 15 41 6 
20 38 3 
24 35 5 
39 32 3 
35 29 8 
40 26 6 
45 23 ad 
50 20 II 
55 17 Q 
60 for” ' 2 
65 II 5 
70 8 II 
28-910: v 8 
80 4 10 
85 3 3 
go 2 fo) 


The proportion of the deaths of women to thofe of men 
is 100 to 1083 the probable’ duration of a man’s life is 
60 years. 

Married women live longer than thofe who are not married, 

By obfervations made during the {pace of 50 years, it has 
been found that the greateft number of deaths has been in the 
month of March; and, next to that, the months of Auguft and 
September. In November, December, and February there 
are the feweft deaths. 





ELMINA ; or, the NEVER-FADING-FLOWER: 
A DT, ty h.£. 


{ Tranflated from the French of M. Maffon de Blamone, an Officer 
in the Ruffian Service. ] 


N a remote country, and at a very remote period, lived a 
young princefs, named Elmina, She was very beautiful 
and lovely. Lovelinefs, indeed, is the conftant companion of 
youth 
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youth and innocence ; but, alas ! innocence and beauty toe 
often vanith with infancy, if great care be not taken to form the 
heart to the early love of virtue. ‘The young princefs was an 
orphan ; but a benevolent fairy, whofe name was Lindorina, 
undertook the care of her education. Elmina had no idea 
that her governefs was a fairy ; but fhe loved her as a friend, 
and adored her as her mother. 

The Princefs, one day, obtained permiffion to go and play 
with her companions in a neighbouring meadow : and foon the 
fprightly group were {porting along the meandering brook, pur- 
fuing the gaudy butterflies, or plucking their favourite flowers. 

When they had gathered a fufficient quantity, they repaired 
to a fhady tree, to make chaplets and nofegays. During this 
pleafing employment, fome were engaged in converfation, and 
others in relating ftories. Girls, it is well known, are fond of 
chitchat; for they retain whatever they hear. Elmina, not fo 
inquifitive and talkative as the reft, fung while afforting her 
flowers. Her young friends, delighted to liften to her enchant- 
ing notes, were inftantly filent. And this was her fong, which 
the fairy, I think, taught her. 


Sweet pictures of youth and of fpring, 
Ye flow’rs of the meadows fo gay, 
What pity the beauties I fing, 
So fleeting ! fo foon fhould decay. 


The green tufted bank, in the morn 
({ts fragrance diffufing around) 
Did a fweet humble vi’let adorn: 
In the evening—it could not be found. 


In the morn, faid a nymph to the rofe, 

“¢ | will pluck thee, gay flow’ret, at noon :”” 
She comes; but no longer it glows : 

It faded—and faded fo foon. 


There’s a flower that never can fade, 
Immortal its hues and its {weets : 

How happy, who finds it, the maid ! 
But it blooms not in thefe green retreats. 


It is not the violet or rofe, 
Nor doth it the gardens adorn ; 
Tis alone in the heart that it grows, 
And permanent ever its morn, 
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Would you ever your beauties retain, 
And rile in our bofoms, fweet maid ? 
This flower then tend not in vain: 
It never, ah! never, will fade. 


Elmina ceafed. All the chaplets were ready, and her com= 
panions rofe. “ What fhall we do?” faid they: “ The 
beauty of the circle.” This was a diverfion of which the 
girls in that country were very fond. ‘They fele&ed one of 
the moft beautiful among them: they drefléd her for the oc- 
cafioa, and crowned her with flowers. ‘They then danced, and 
fung round her, But it was ‘here a very delicate affair (and 
what I fhould have undertaken with reluctance). to decide which 
was the prettieft among a group of young ladies. Indeed, 
this was a point in which they themfelves were not agreed.— 
The majority would have crowned Elmina but her rere 
would not permit her to think herfelf the moft amiable ; and, fo 
far from being jealous of the beauty of another, fhe perceived 
that many of her companions were very charming. * A thought 
has juft ftruck me,” faid Elmina; “ let us each-go and pick 
fome favourite flower, and put it intoa ftraw hat. Then let 
us throw the flowers up into the air, and fhe, whofe flower is 
thrown the higheft, fhall be the beauty of the circle.” All 
applauded this happy idea, and went to choofe a’ favourite 
flower. 

Among the companions of Elmina, was a young Princefs 
named Malinetta, who was very vain and defigning. She ran 
to a neighbouring field, and plucked a blue-bottle, which fhe 
put into the hat, after having artfully rolled the ftalk round a 
pebble. 

The fly nymph’s intention may be éafily divined. By this 
artifice, the flower, become heavier, muft, in courfe, be thrown 
farther. The others chofe, without any idea of deception, the 
flower they preferred, One brought a ranunculus, another a 
primrofe, and a third a lily of the vale. As for Elmina, fhe 
went intoa thicket, to pick’a wild rofe, the flower fhe liked beft, 
She faw a buth quite covered with rofes; but I cannot imagine 
why the modeft Elmina chofe one of the leaft and lightett. 

At the inftant they threw the flowers out of the-hat, in order 
to fee which would go the fartheft, a light breeze wafted the 
wild rofe aloft. It would foon, however, have funk below the 
blue-bottle, but that a pretty butterfly fluttered round it, and 
bore it away. The gay group fhouted at this little miracle. 
They crowned Elniina, and began to adorn lier as the beauty 
of 
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of thecircle. Thiswas no difficulttafk; for Elmina was ex- 
tremely beautiful ; flowers were ready, and a brook flowed 
murmuring by. The Princefs, adorned and crowned, was 
feated on a kind of throne of turf; and they began to dance 
and fing around her, 


Nymphs, that now are cheerful feen, 
Where {weet vi’lets deck the ground ! 
Nymphs, that on th’ enamell’d green, 
Join the fprightly dance around ! 
Lovely virgins, fing and play, 
Ever innocent and gay, 
And crown the faireft maid to-day. 
While health difplays her rofeate charms, 
Pluck the fwecteft flow’rs you find ; 
Welcome joy with openarms, 
And your brows with rofes bind. 
Lovely virgins, fing and play. 
Ever innocent and gay, 
And crown the faireft maid to-day. 


Their diverfion was interrupted by an unexpected noife in 
the adjacent grove; and prefently came from it a little old 
woman, who approached the little dancers, At firft, they were 
greatly terrified, and would have run from the fancied danger. 
But the affable demeanour of the ald lady, and the gentlenefs 
of her voice, foon allayed their fears, Her drefs was a green 
robe, with a rufh hat of the fame colour, ornamented with .a 
wreath of verdant foliage. In her hand, fhe had a green pot, 
in which was a little plant. 

It was on accoynt of this drefs, that thofe who knew the 
venerable dame, called her Verdurina. ‘ My children,”’ faid 
fhe, “ Iam not come to difturb your diverfion, But I have 
heard Elmina fing a fong, in which the mentions 2 Flower that 
never fades. I have feen her take a wild rofe in the thicket ; 
and, from her choice, I have deemed her worthy of the- inefti- 
mable prefent, [am going to make her. “ My daughter,” 
fhe continued, accoiting the young Princefs, who heard her 
with aftonifhment, ‘ take this plant, on which are four flowers 
and two buds, -It is the Flower that never fades, and I make 
you a prefent of it, ‘Tend it with the utmoft care; but know, 
my daughter, itis not by watering that you will preferve it.— 
Look at this ower, whofe hue is {uch a bright carnation : it is 
called the Flower ot Modefty, As long as. your cheeks glow 
with 
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with that lovely colour, this flower wilt preferve its hue in all 
its vivid beauty. ‘The fecond flower, which is of the moft 
fpotlefs white, is called the Flower of Virtue ; and it will ap- 
pear fullied, the moment you are inattentive to any of your du- 
ties. The third, of a yellow as bright as gold, is called the 
Flower of Benevolence ; and while you continue good, it will 
ever retain its Iuftre. The fourth is of a beautiful fky blue : 
it is called the Flower of GentlenefS. Whenever Elmina is 
impatient or angry, the charming flower will droop. This 
bud, which is beginning to blow, will produce the Flower of 
Underftanding. It will expand in proportion as you inftruct 
yourtclf, and will, confequently, mark your improvement in 
knowledge. The other bud inclofes the Flower of the Graces : 
it will open imperceptibly, and will fhed a luftre over all the 
other flowers.”—“ Ah! Madam,” exclaimed the Princefs, as 
fhe received the plant, “ how fhall I acknowledge this inefti- 
mable gift? Come with me, I entreat you. Lindorina will 
endeavour to convince you of her gratitude and mine.” —“ My 
daughter,” faid Verdurina, “ you cannot better exprefs your 
gratitude, than in fhowing me, one day, this flower in all its 
beauty. I will return to this fpot in three years, and then, if 
this flower is pure, you will both ever remain the fame.” 

When fhe had thus fpoken, Verdurina accofted the other 
young ladies, and prefented them, likewife, with fome flowers 
from her enchanted tree ; to one, five; to another, four ; ac- 
cording to her knowledge of their good difpofitions to cultivate 
them. It is faid, that the Princefs Malinetta received only 
ene; moreover, that fhe could never make it blow. I know 
nat, however, what to fay on this head; for this young lady 
having the misfortune to lofe her reputation, no perfon could 
be found to write her hiftory. 

The fairy (for it is pretty evident that Verdurina was one) 
after having diftributed her prefents, turned fuddenly into the 
grove, and vanifhed. ‘The young ladies remained in a ftate of 
aftonithment at this apparition, ‘They quitted their fport, and 
the flowers they had gathered, to think of thofe only which they 
bad juft received. Al! were impatient to fhew them to their 
parents ; and Elmina had no fooner returned home, than fhe 
related ail that happened to Lindorina, and put the ineftimable 
flower into a beautiful china vafe. “The governefs feemed much 
aftonifhed at the adventure: it was known, however, in the {¢- 
quel, that Verdurina and Lindorina were the fame. 

Kimina went to fleep with great fatisfaction ; but full of the 
ideas that had engaged her attention in the day, fhe thought of 
nothing, 
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nothing, the whole night, but'meadows, dances, fairiesyand en- 
chanted flowers, Her firft carey on waking, was to examincy 
whether her flower had fuffered any change. She haftened to 
the china vafe ; but;‘in going near the window, fhe heard a 
great difturbance in the ftreet, and faw a number of little boys, 
who were purfuing anold woman. The oddity of the fcene 
diverted the Princefs, and made her laugh ; and it was not fii 
they were out of fight, that fhe left the window, in order to ins 
fpect her flower. What was her furprife and grief; when the 
faw the Flower of Modefty lofing. its beautiful hue, and the 
Flower of Benevolence to be fomewhat fullied ! Lindorina 
entering, perceives the. Princefs in confternation, and enquiies 
the caufe. * Ah!” faid Elmina, “ look at the flowets; 
and yet I have done nothing to occafion this change!” 

The Princefs, indeed, was innocent ; for fhe had not an idea 
of any harm in what had excited her mirth; and yet it was.no 
wonder that the Flower of Modefty had begun to wither, and 
the Flower of Benevolence to be fomewhat fullied: for a 
young lady ought never to fhew an indifcreet curiofity, and ft: 
iefs to laugh when a fellow-creature is infulted. 

This was the way in which Lindorina explained the extraor- 
dinary circumftance to the Princefs, who was inftantly fenfible 
of her fault, and behaved in fuch an amiable manner on the 
occafion, that, before the clofe of the day, the flowers appeared 
more beautiful than ever. ‘This little leflon made Elona 
more attentive and difcreet, and gave her to uuderftand what 
vigilance and affiduity were requifite, to cultivate the flower 
that never fades. However, from this time, fle did not find it 
very difficult to preferve her Yellow Flower in all its beauty. 
Elmina was tender and humane: to do good, nothing was 
more requifite, than to obey the dictates of her own heart.—- 
But the Sky-blue Flower coft her more trouble. Elmina was 
paffionate ; and, at the leaft vexation, the leaft impatience, the 
Flower of Gentlenefs began to wither, and-to reproach her 
with her faults. The Princefs repaired them as foon as pof- 
fible ; for fhe was perfuaded, that there is much lefs fhame in 
repairing our faults, than in committing them. 

With refpeét to the White F\ower, I am aflured that it con- 
ftantly preferved its purity. It is very true, that Elmina, one 
day, perceived a {mall {pot upon it; but a tear, which fhe 
dropped, inftantly effaced it, Lt cannot be known now, what 
was the little weaknefs of which Elmina had been guilty, for 
every good perfon will eafily forget a fault, when it has been 
expiated by the tears of ingenugus lorrow. i 
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The bud of the Flower of Underftanding grew every day. 
Whenever the Princefs had been attentive at fome ftudy, the 
never failed to confult this ower, and generally found that it 
had put forth fome new leaves. Tiais was the moft wonderful 
flower, and it continued increafing in fize during the whole life 
of Elmina. Nothing could be more varied than the fhape and 
colour of its petals, ‘On one, might be obferved fome beauti-« 
ful landfcapes, or rich defigns in embroidery : on another, were 
reprefentations of hiitory or geography : and on many were 
feen the golden lyre, or an ivory harp. In aword, upon all the 
petals were obferved the emblems of whatever was beft calcu- 
lated to adorn the mind of a young lady. 

The Flower of the Graces, as Verdurina had faid, grew im- 
perceptibly. Elmina had even an opportunity of obferving, 
that if ever fhe endeavoured to force its growth, by the ftudy- 
ing any graceful airs at the looking-glafs, or elfewhere, this fin- 
gular flower would inftantly clofe ; nor would it open again, 
till fhe was once more her unaffected felf. ‘This flower had 
only three petals ; but they were fo exquifitely beautiful and 
captivating, that, by fome indefcribable enchantment, they dif- 
fufed a luftre over the other flowers, and heightened ail their 
charms. 

It may be imagined that Elmina, thus pofleffing the Never- 
fading Flower, and tending it with fuch affiduity, became the 
moft perfect Princefs of her time. The fame of her admira- 
ble qualities was univerfally fpread ; for you know there isa 
kind of fairy, whofe name is Rumour, who has no other em- 
ployment than to traverfe the world, to relate whatever fhe 
knows, good or bad, of al] perfons, and particularly of young 
Princefles. Rumour, in courfe, was indefatigable in pro- 
claiming the virtues and accomplifhments of Elmina; and all 
the nations of the earth were folicitous to obtain fuch an excel- 
lent Princefs for their Queen, ‘The fon of the King of the 
Roxolans, heir-apparent to the greateft empire in the world, 
came from a very remote part, in order to fee her, and de- 
manded her in marriage of Lindorina. Lindorina acceded to 
his demand 3 not becaufe he was heir to the greateft empire in 
the world, but becaufe this amiable Prince had likewile culti- 
vated the Never-fading Flower; for there is a flower of the 
fame kind for men; fomewhat different, indeed, from that 
which Verdurina gave to the Princefs. 

Elmina would not leave the fcenes fo dear to her, without 
once more viliting the grove, where fhe had received the ins 
eftimable preient, the fource of all her happinefs. 

She 
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She hoped to find Verdurina, and to thank her again; it 
being exactly three years fince fhe had appeared to her. El- 
mina, therefore, put the Never-fading Flower into her bofom, 
and repaired to the grove. But how great was her furprife, 
when fhe came there, to find her governefs, whom the had left 
in the houfe, inftead of Verdurina ! 

“ [ know,” faid the fairy, “ whom you feek. I gave you 
that ower under the appearance of Verdurina ; and | affiited 
you in cultivating it, in the form of Lindorina. My tatk is 
happily finifhed. The flower will never fade; and Elmina 
will be ever lovely and beloved : for the virtues of the heart, and 
the acquifitions of the mind, give thofe charms to the pofleflor 
which .nothing can efface !’”—The Princefs threw hexfelf at 
the fect of her benefactrefs, who tenderly embraced her, and 
then, affuming an aérial form, difappeared. 

Elona, affe&ted and terrified, ftretched out her arms, and 
continued, for fome time, to invoke her benefaétrets. ‘The 
Prince haftened to her, confoled her for the lofs of Lindorina, 
and conducted her to his own country, where they were united 
by the facred ties of love and virtue, and long continued to 
enjoy the inexprefible felicity of the wife and good. 


R, Bis 





TRANSLATION of GRAY’s ELEGY, 
By Mr, PERCEVAL. 
Continued from Page 459. 
M4 la feience a leurs yeux dérobant fes tréfors, 


Les laifja  égarer dans la nuit éternelle. 
Etl’indigence affreufe arrétant leurs efforts, 
Lteignit en leurs caeurs la divine étincelle. 


Sous les immenfes fits du vafte fein des mersy 
Les rubis font caches, les perles englouties, 
Et de parfums exquis embaumant les deferts 
] q 
La fleur émaille en vain de fauvages prairies. 


Ci-git qui d’un Hampden hérita la valeur 
Pour deffendre fes droits contre la tyrannie ; 
La peut-etre un Milton ; plus loin un protefteur, 
Encor tout degoutant du fang de fa patric. 


Vou. XX. 510. 3 Leur 
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Leur defti , re fut po cint d’étonner un jenat, 
De méprifer 4 s maux, de braver la tempétey 
D?’ une main bienveillante enrichi iffant état 
En rendre des fujets Pallégreffe complite. 








Sherborne Grammar School. 
(To be continued.) 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS. 
For OCTOBER, i792. 
FRANCE, AUSTRIA, and PRUSSIA, 


HE controverfy between the allied powers and the people 

of France is ftill the leading topic of political difquifi- 

tion. The events which have occurred in the courfe of the 
conteft, awaken the curiofity, command the attention, and fuf- 
pend ch ¢ judgmarne of the public. The exceffes committed by 
one party have checked the admiration 1of their warmeft fup- 
p srters 5 the prin iciples avowe d by the other muft roufe the res 
fentment of their firmeft adhere nts. 4, ue ugh the treachery of 
their court, the shila of cheit l R ‘and the hetais af 
their enemics, may palliate the enormities of our Gallic neigh- 
{criminate vengeance Cannot tbe juftified by par- 
&, nor the freedom of a nation founded on the 
f viduals. Nor can the defire of reftoring a throne 
to its priftine grandeur, andanobility to their ancient privi- 
leges, excufe an attack uponan independent ftate, and the fub- 
verfion of a conftitution received by a whole people. It muft 
be our prefent lot to deplore the ravages of boundlefs licen- 
tioufnefs, and relentlefs defpotifm. Our opinions muft be 
formed upon the accidents of the fleeting hour; and the 
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n 
flighteft circumftances may overturn the theories which de- 
ighted our imaginations. 

"The un xpeCted “retreat of the Duke of Brunfwick has 
uwnifhed the glory of tl arms, and revived the 
courage of the defponding democrates. \ His infolence in the 
et of fuccefs will pr event con npaffion in the feafon of ca- 
Jan ity . ‘Though his. difcomfiture may be afcribed tothe im- 
mdiate inter; olition if P. ovidence, yet no apology can {crcen 
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him from the imput of precipit ancy li | Vecidle taking the ex- 

pedition, and rafhnefS in his mode of conducting it. It re- 

flects little honour on the wifdom of the confederates to alledge 
they 
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they were deceived by the Emigrant Princes. The pampered 
minions of a voluptuous Court, and the unprincipled invaders 
of their country’s freedom, were entitled tono protection, and 
unworthy of any confidence; and though the view of misfor- 
tune might extort relief even for guilty fufferers, yet it cannot 
juftify the Monarchs of Pruffia and Auftria in participating 
their counfels, 2nd conforming to their directions. But com- 
miferation for the exiles was not the true motive for engaging 
in the war ; nor can the failure of the enterprife be afcribed to 
their imprudence, Little political fagacity was requifite to 
forefce the confequences of the French revolution; the appre- 
henfions of its influence {wallowed up minuter concerns, and 
fufpended the infignificant quarrels of oppofing Princes, A fyf- 
tem of military government was to be fubftituted for that which 
is founded on the rights of man. Employed in this important 
objet, the Court of Berlin, deaf to its trueft interefts, and re- 
gardlefs of the faith of treaties, abandoned the patriotic fove- 
reignof Poland and its brave inhabitants, to the detefted ambi- 
tionof the Ruffian tyrant; expended her treafures and facrificed 
her troops to reftore the Auftrian influence in France; forget- 
ing that through its predominance the kingdom of Pruflia was 
fhaken to the toundation, and its favourite Monarch expofed to 
ruin. We muft congratulate our friend and ally on his defeat. 
He may find more honourable employment for his forces in 
reprefiing the hoftile incurfions of ferocious barbarity, and pro- 
tecting civilized fociety from another irruption of the Scythian 
tribes. His advocates, however, {peak confidently of the re- 
newal of his attempt in the enfuing fpring. But the gallant 
defence of Thionville, the increafing numbers and returning 
difcipline of the French armies, and the magnanimity of the 
Convention in refufing to treat till he had evacuated their ter- 
ritories, may teach him that the enthufiafm which the energies 
of truth and freedom infpire, will ultimately prevail over the 
utmoft exertions of difciplined valour, andthe mott confum- 
mite improvements in military tactics. Mean time, thofe who 
are {hocked with the humiliation of defpotifm in Paris, may be- 
hold its philanthropy in the bombardment of Lifle, and the de- 
{truCtion of the property of its defencelefs inhabitants, and con- 
template its magnificence in the fulmination of impotent mani-= 
fellos, when its expiring viGiims were perilhing difregarded on 
the plains of Champagne. ; 
Encouraged by this fudden reverfe of fortune, General Cuftine 
has attacked Spires and Worms, and laid them under contriou- 
tion, His foldiers appear to have behaved with the greatett 
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courage, and the ftrifteft regularity. Anattack upon the in- 
dependent Princes of the empire may, however, roufe the re- 
fentment of the Germanic body, and add unneceflarily tothe 
lift of his adverfaries. The republic ought not to forget, in 
its ardour for the propagation of liberty, that the overthrow of 
éftablifhed governments isa difficult tafk ; and that the happi- 
nefs of mankind is more effectually promoted by the diflemina- 
tion of knowledge, than the violence of arms. 

The fame profperity which has attended the French in the 
northern departments, and on the banks of the Rhine, has ac- 
companied them in their operations againft the King of Sardinia. 
The barren rocks of Savoy have re-echoed with the fhouts of 
vive laliberte; and the city of Nice has fubmitted to its gentle 
fway. The joy with which the invading army was received by 
the people, difplays, in the moft ftriking colours, the oppreffive 
nature of their former government. 1n provoking the refent- 
ment of his formidable neighbour, the fovereign of thefe nar- 
row territories has departed from the characteriftical prudence 
of his family. The itricteft neutrality was his only fecurity. 
He mutt now purchafe protection at the price of independence ; 
and the Houfe of Auftria will fcarcely obtain for him that tran- 
quillity which his own difcretion might have preferved from in- 
terruption, 

The bad fuccefs of the other potentates will probably 
prevent the enfeebled Monarch of Spain from engaging in the 
conteft. Loaded as that country is by the accumulated 
weight of civil and ecclefiaftical bondage; debilitated in its 
refources abroad, and ruined in its political economy at home by 
the ignorance and vices of its prefent rulers; yet the innate 
dignity of fentiment peculiar to its inhabitants, and the ro- 
mantic courage for which they have been diitinguihed, may 
reftore it to its former luftre. ‘The feeds of Gothic freedom 
were with difficulty eradicated from the minds of the people; 
and, had not fuperftition lent her powerful aid for their ex- 
tirpation, they might have produced the happy fruit of con- 
dtitutional liberty. If, by the affittance of France, they cbtain 
this blefling, it will be fome compenfation for tie miferics they 
have endured during the inaufpicious adminilftration of the 
Bourbon race. 

If the fituation of France, with regard to the invading 
powers, 1s meliorated, the internal conditton of the country is 
likewife improved. ‘The functions of the legiflative afiembly 
have ceafed. Expofed as its members were to the intrigues of 
the Court on one hand, and the clamouis of the factions on the 
other, 
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other, they feem to have wanted ability “ toride in the whirl- 
wind and direct the ftorm.”” We muft not, however, accufe 
them of total incapacity. ‘They were compelled to comibat 
with the errors of their predeceflors as wellas with their own 
inexperience, they were involved in hoftilities whofe object was 
to reftore that King to his prerogatives, to whom they had en- 
trufted the defence of their rights; andthe events of the roth 
of Auguft were fufficient to appal the moft determined, and 
terrify the moft undaunted. 

The party which conducted the maflacre on that and fubfe- 
quent occafions, is lofing-its authority with the populace, and is 
defpifed inthe National Convention ‘That body has begun its 
career byadecrce abolifhing royalty. Without inquiring into 
the fuperiority of the republican fy{tem, the circumitances of 
their fituation juftified them in adopting it. Louis the Six- 
teenth had fo completely loft the confidence of the nation, that 
any attempt to reftore him to his forfeited rank would have 
been at once detrimental to the comu nunity, and dangerous to 
himfelf. ‘The conftituent aflembly, in abrogating thofe arti- 
ficial diftin&tions which are the fureit fupport of “monarchical, 
government, divefted the throne of that f{plendour which is 
necellary to give it importance in the public eye, and prepared 
the way for its final fubverfion. In their zeal againft arifto- 
cracy they deftroyed the pillars of the fabric they were la- 
bouring to rear, and forgot that the fceptre muft quickly drop 
from the hands ef a King whohas no heredit ary nobility, dig- 
nified clergy, and regal judicatures, to command attachment to 
his perfon, reverence to his ftation, and obedience to his will. 

The fubttance of royalty being removed, the form muft 
quickly vanifh; and no other change has been effected than 
what the common courfe of events w vould have foon produced. 
But the rafhnefs with which the Convention has deftroyed the 
ancient judicial bodies, can neither be excufed nor extenuated, 
Tae late tranfactions in their country might have convinced 
them that the prefent is not the feafon for removing any reftraiat ; 
and that, however defective the organifation ot the Courts of 
Juftice might be, they ought to have been permitted to exercile 
their functions till more perfect tribunals were fubiticuted in 
their ftead. Unlefs they eftablifh a ftrong executive authority, 
together witha regular fyftem of internal jurifprudes ICC, and 
inculcate a due regard to morality on the minds of their fellow- 
citizens; the conttitution they frame may repofe with the 
Utopia of More and the Oceana of Hartington, in the 
libraries 
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Tibraries of the learned, but will never produce internal felicity 
and external grandeur. 

Happily for us, Great Britain offers little matter for public 
curiofity. The difputes of furrounding nations may furnifh 
materials for political fpeculation, but we truft will never 
deftroy our internal peace. “To purchafe precarious and ideal 
perfection by ritking prefent comfort, would be an imprudent 
ftep. Whatever may be the theorctical defects of our govern- 
ment, they may be gently removed by a moderate reformation, 
without recurring to thofe violent remedies which will inflame 
rather than alleviate, and threaten deftruction rather than tend 
to promote a cure. 





Several Inflances of the Awe with which a great and 
numerous Audience firikes the wifeft and beft-prepared 
Speakers. 


HE famous orator L. Craffus, the greateft of his time, 
fays of himfelf in Cicero de Oratore, that “ he fre- 
quently turned pale, and was in the utmoft confufion, trembling 
every limb at the beginning of his oration; and that in his 
youth and earlier appearance at the bar, he was often fo terrified 
as to be utterly loft, and unable to proceed; and that he re- 
membered ftill, with the utmoft gratitude, the patience and 
humanity of Q. Fabius Maximus on thofe dreadful occafions 
of his difmay and broken fpirits.” c.28. And Cicero, in his 
oration for Cluentius, fays of himfelf: Semper eqguidem magna 
cum metu incipio dicere. And in his Divination, againft Verres : 
Ita Deos mihi velim propitios, ut cum illius temporis mihi venit in 
mentemt, quo die, citato reo, mihi dicendum fit, non folum commoveor 
anims, fed etiam toto corpore perhorrefca, Sc. c. 13. 


This ingenuous concern and anxiety for a reputation that was 
not yet formed in one, or completed in the other, was the effect 
of a genuine and authentic confcioufnefs (that was vindicated 
by the effects afterwards) of fomething within, certain latent 
or flowering feeds of glory, that were well worth their jealoufy ; 
and Craffus’s thus, in fuch a manner, deprecating, was in fome 
fort extorting the protection of his judges, and audience. 
How mutt it have affected them who were prefent, and parties, 
when this general refpect for the efteem and opinion of man- 
kind, makes us love and embrace them at this day, and routes 
our 
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our inmoft fondnefs to with them fuccefs:! and makes us enjoy 
the knowledge, to what a degree, beyond .our and their own 
warmeft hopes, they obtain it! 


How fine, (but dangerous) how engaging a compliment to 
Alexander, that of “ the celebrated Indian arche r, whom he 
had taken prifoner, and who, he was told, was fo expert at his 
bow, that he could fhoot through a {mall ring without touching 
it: This his conqueror ordered him to perform before him, 
which he refufed; and that fo peremptorily, and with fuch ob- 
ftinate perfeverance, that he ordered him to be immediately put 
to death for contumacy, and accordingly he was led out to exe- 
cution ; but being afked by thofe who were, conducting him, 
“¢ what he could mean, to die rather than comply with fo rea- 
fonable a requeft =”? “© Why, I’ll'tell you,” faid he; “ I have 
been out of practice fince my confinement, and fhould be un- 
derfuch a concern withal, in fach a prefence, and exp ectation, 
that [had rather die than run the, rifk of Alexander’s finding 
me lefs than he had been informed ;” which being told to 
Alexander, he took it as it deferved ; aad not only forgave him, 
but rewarded him like a Prince, for that generous efteem of 
him, and jealoufy.of his own reputation.”’—Plutarch. Apoth, 


Fear and concern for another’s judgment, and the opinion 
of the world, has a furprifing effect, if it is accompanied with 
dignity, (which is only a reafonable and juft regard for a man’s 
felf) otherwife, if we go into the other extreme, and pive up 
too much, we fhall make ourfelves flighted and overlooked,— 
Modefty flatters our friend’s felf- love, and a certain gencrous 
defire themfelves have of appearing well, and being fo une thing ; 
whereas, imprudence can fucceed only with daftard minds, that 
have no pretenfions of their own. ‘Then, fuch a modeft man, 
aman fo willing to aflociate others in his merit, will find others 
ready to fupport his pretenfions, of which themfelves are 
fharers; whereas they will as naturally fall into an alliance to 
pull down overbearing felfifhnefs, Dicendi artem aptd tre- 
pidatione occultans, atque eo validior, militis animun muitigavit. 


—Tac. Il. L. 


“ The famous Duke of Rochefaucault could never be 2 
member of the royal academy, though greatly defired both by 
them and himfelf, from the neceffity of making a f{peech of 
thanks on the day of admiilion: With all the courage he had 
fhewn on fo many eminent occafions, and with all the 
{uperiorit, 
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fuperiority, that birth, and fuch prodigious parts as all the 


world allowed, gave him, he was not able to bear the Iléok of 


an audience, nor could pronounce four lines in public without 
fainting.” —Abve d’Olivet, Hift, del’ Acad. p. 118. 


Senefino has told me, that he never came forward upon the 
ftage to fing, the firft time of a feafoh, bat he was feized with 
fuch an anxiety at the appearance of a pit, (fo different from 
what it is in Italy, where all the bef Company is fhut up in their 
curtained boxes) though he knew them to be partial to him, and 
had not the leaft apprehenfion of any one fingle critic amongft 
them, that he trembled, and his voice faultered, fo as to be hardly 
fufficient to exprefs the beginning of the air; which made 
him always endeavour to ftudy that part more particularly, and 
make himfelf fo thoroughly mafter of it, that he could hardly 
be difconcerted ; and which had, withal, put him often upon 
obfervations on the genius of an air, which probably he would 
not otherwilc have thought on. 


8. Refpect, fhame, and fear, are judicious counfellers,” fays 
Pliny the orator, ina letter to a great and learned friend, himfelf 
too an.orator. “ I only afk you, (he goes on) if yow'are'to 
fpeak the fame things before any one perfon, whatever opinion 
you may have of his judgment and learning, are you not in 
lefé anxiety, than when you {peak before a number, though un- 
learned ? Do not you find a certain concern and diffidence in 
yourfelf when you firft rife to {peak ? Do not you then with 
many things altered in what you have prepared ? Nay, are you 
quite eafy about any ? Is not this diffiderice the greater, in pro- 
portion as the aflembly is larger? 1 am fure I find it fo, and 
have a dread even of the common rout, and cannot help being 
affected, as if the number itfelf becatne judicious, and that all 
together had that in a great degree, which any one of them 
had in none at all.”’—Plin. Ep, VII. 17. to Nonius Celer, 





An Account of the Cuftoms and Manners of the Inhabie 
tants of Palermo; wiih Reflections on the leading Crimes 
of the Italians, Adultery and Affaf/nation. 

[From «* Obfervations and Remarks in a Journey through Scilly 

and Calabria, in the Year 1792, by the Rev. Brian Hill, A. M.’?)} 


JALERMO is the principal refidence of the greater 
part of the Sicilian nobility ; and as it is not the cuftom 
for 
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for any gentleman to walk in the ftreets, at leaft one thoufand 
carriages are faid tobe kept in the town. They are for the moft 
part in the Englith tafte, very elegant, and fhewn to the greateft 
advantage, with beautiful ‘horfes richly caparifoned, and as 
many footmen in fplendid liveries as can be crowded together 
behind. Every evening all the people of rank drive about in 
this mafiner on the grand public terrace by the fea-fide.—~ 
There are alfo very convenient hackney-coaches, covered and 
open, waiting all day in their refpective ftations. 

The language fpoken here, and throughout Sicily, is Italian, 
nearly in the Neapolitan dialect, but in general better than at 
Naples. The cuftom allo of mixing much gefture in their 
difcourle, efpecially with the head, fingers, or both, and more 
particularly when they are difputing and quarrelling, is equally 
prevalerit thoughout Sicily as it is in Italy, 

The number of taylors here is prodigious: the drefs of the 
gentlemen is quite'a ?” Angloife, with frocks, round hats, and 
clubbed hair, the modern fafhion of cropping all round having 
not reached Palermo. : 

The drefs of the women of quality is nearly the fame as ia 
England and France ; but their cuftoms and manners are quite 
of a piece with their Italian neighbours. ‘The crime of adul- 
tery is fo common, that no Dama of rank is thought worfe of 
for being guilty of it. 

The etiquette of the country is excellently calculated to fa- 
cilitate this kind of intercourfe; it eee reckoned highly un- 
genteel for any lady of diftinétion to be feen in public with her 
hufband, or without her admirer or cicifbeo, who alfo con- 
ftantly attends her when fhe goes out in her carriage, either by 
night or day. 

Another thing which tends not a little to promote this fort of 
commerce, is the ftrefs laid by the priefts (in order tokeep up 
the authority of the church) on breaches of human traditions, 
and men’s inveptions, fuch as non-attendance at mats, neglect- 
ing an ave-maria, or eating flefh on a Friday or a Saturday, 
rather than on thofe fins which are immediately againit the pofi- 
tive and revealed law of God. Thus by {training at gnats, little 
or no difficulty is made in {wallowing camels. 

And it is well if the great frequency of murders and affal- 
finations, particularly at Naples and Rome*, may not in feme 
meafure be owing to the fame caufe, though the want of police 

Vou. XX. 510. 3 O aud 


* During the lat Joly «week at this place, full forty perfons were 
fent reeking into eternity by the knife and ftiletto. 
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and energy in the laws, and the commutation of punifhment 
for money, as well as making the churches an afylum for mur- 
derers, may be the principal reafons for fo many horrible 
butcherings in cool blood. 

Both in. Rome and Naples-are hofpitals for the ftabbed, 
which are generally full. At Rome there are two, one for the 
men, and another for the women. Few perfons go about 
without a ftiletto, and though the fale of thofe deftructive wea- 
pons be prohibited by law, yet they are publickly expofed at the 
fhop-windows, and may be bought by all forts of perfons 
‘without any queftions being afked. 

While we were at Rome, the fallowing curious converfation 
took place between my brother,and his Lacquais de Place. 

Sir R. H, Francefco, have there been any perfons ftabbed 
to-day? 

Francefco. Certainly fome, but not fo many as, in the holi- 
days of the laft week, or as there will be on Sunday. 

Sir R. H, Why fo? 

Francefco. Becaufe to-day is not a feftival, and the ufual 
time for {tabbing is, when quarrels-arife among the people who 
are aflembled to make merry, and drink together. 

But as faéts are beyond aflertions, I fhall here mention a few 
inftances of what happened in our knowledge, during the time 
we were at Romeand Naples. A few days before our arrival 
at the latter place, a man’s body was found in the ftreet without 
a head, and J belicve it was never known who was the mur 
derer, or the perfon murdered, Indeed it is mof likely no en- 
quiry was ever made, 

‘The day after we came thither, Chriftmas-day, two young 
women, filters, were both ftabbed in coming from mafs, about 
fix o’clock in the morning, The one died on the fpot, the 
other languifhed in great agonies for a day or two, and then 
expired. ‘This deed was done ina fit of jealoufy. 

Not long after this, we faw a poor fellow weltering in his 
blood, at the Crocelle door, a houfe where feveral Englifh fami- 
lies lodged. He had been juft {tabbed by another who had a 
flight quarrel with him a day or two before, and who, as foon as 
he had wreaked his revenge, fled to a neighbouring church for 
refuce. 

A few days before we left Rome, an Englifh gentleman’s 
coachman happening to have fome words with one of the under- 
cooks of the hotel, while the carriage was waiting at the door, 
the fellow ran into the kitchen for his great knife, and inftantly 
ilaflied bim acrofs the belly, fo that his bowels came out ; after 
which 
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which he wiped the bloody weapon with his apron, and went 
inte the houfe. “The coachman, who was an Italian, was car- 
ried to the hofpital, but expired the next day. We. were told 
that he had been ftabbed on different occafions at leaft thirty 
times before. The affaffin, by the activity of the Englifh gen- 
tlemen who lodged at the hotel, was apprehended and com~ 
mitted to prifon, but fo long as he could raife any money, would 
probably efcape the punifhment due to his crime. 





An A R°E*C’D OF E: 


HE Duke of Newcaftle, though a blundering fpeaker, 

was an exceeding good’ writer of difpatches and letters, 

and wrote a large and legible hand, which much recommended 

him to George the Second. He appeared always in a hurry; 

and fome one faid well of him, that he appeared all the day long 

tobe in fearch of an hour that he had loft inthe morning. His 

refufal of a penfion, after having for many years ferved the 

Crown according to the beft of his abilities, does him honour, 

and is an example more like perhaps to be admired than imi- 
tated. 





AN a Mn FS Ee UFR 


MVE: Paley happened to be at Cambridge when Mr. Pitt 
firft made that Univerfity a vifit after he-was Prime 
Minifter.—Some of the heads of houfes applied to Mr. Paley, 
to preach at St. Mary’s church~he replied, “ that he fhould 
have no obje@tion to preach, if they did not object to his text.” 
‘© That,” they obferved, “ muft be impoffible.” But they 
defired to know the text he would prefer. ‘ I fhall preach,” 
faid he, “ from thefe pertinent words—There is q /ad here, 
who has -five loaves, and two fimall fifhes—but what are they 
amang fa many ?”” 





Anfwer, by Fidelio, of Bath, to Curiofus’s Queftion, inferted the 
23d of ‘Fuly la/t. 


HIS queftion is a particular example of the 23d problem, 
of Simpfon’s Annuities, affixed to his Select Exercifes, 
in anfwer to which he gives a theorem, 
302 From 
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From the value of the reverfion of the youngeft after the 
middle life, fubtraét half the value. of the reverfion of the 
joint lives of the youngeft and oldeft ages after the middle one, 
and the remainder will be the value of the youngeft life’s ex- 
pectation. 

In the cafe before us A. reprefents the middle age = 25 
years; B, the youngeft = 20; and C. the oldeft = 45. By 
the 15th problem :d.I find the value of the reverfion of the 
life B. after the life A. = 4 years purchafe; and by the rgth 
problem the value of the reverfion of the joint lives, B. and C. 
after the life A. appears = 1.7 years purchafe; half of which 
= 0.85. Then 4—0.85 = 3.15 years purchafe,- which mul- 
tiplied by 300]. the yearly rent of the eftate, gives 945]. for the 
prefent value of B.’s expectation. 





Anfwer, by Fames Chivers, of St. Aufiell, ta W. Ws Rebus, 
inferted September 10. 


a grew poner 206 of a ftarling I'll firft here define ; 
And two-fixths of Urania, the mufe, next combine; 
Take three-fevenths of Minerva, ye bards of great fame; 
Then two-fixths of a ftrait, pray connec to the fame ; 
And two-fifths of an error, cemented with care, 
Then the town of STURMINSTER will plainly appear. 
*,* We have received the like anfwer from W. H. of 
Dean Prior; S. Hill, near Dawlifh; J. Salter, of Payhem- 
bury; O. P. of Pentalinnick, near Truro; T. T. S. ot Exe- 
ter; J. Burroughs, [chefter ; and Fidelio, of Bath. 





-_— 


A REBUS, by F. D. of Sydling. 
x HAT in the fummer we fhould do, 


Before cold winter doth entue; 
What many men ftrive to obtain, 
But many feek, alas! in vain; 
A fomething alfo muft be found, 
Which in this age doth much abound ; 
What you no doubt this moment fee, 
An emblem of eternity ; 
And to conclude, I’d have you fhow, 
A flower as lovely as doth bow : 
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the Find the initials, join the fame, 
the A- modern poet-they will name. 
ne, 
ex- 
4 CHARADE, by Ocenus, near Tregony. 
25 ; 
By HROUGHOUT our chearful Albion’s ifle, 
the In copioufnefs my firft doth fmile; 
gth A {cripture name you next muft bring, 
CC. That did from Jacob’s lineage {pring : 
nich The fecret, Sirs, will foon be told— 
ra My whole upon my firft behold. 
“the 





— 4n ENIGMA, by T. Gilesyof Dartmouth. 


busy NGENIOUS YOUTHS, and bards of fame, 
I pray let me ftep in, 

For I’m in humour now to tell 

My fhape and origin. 





> At earlieft periods of mankind 
’Tis faid I took my birth, 

Like to frail man, as Scriptures fay, 

car. | From our old parent earth. 


Now to defcribe my fize exact 
?Tis more than I cando; 

But if you with to know my thape 
I quickly will it fhew. 


When gentle fpring doth take her feat, 
Then I do fvon arife ; 

In yonder field I waving ftand 
Betwixt the earth and fkies, 


Iv’e neither face, eyes, nofe, nor mouth, 
No arms, nor yet a tongue 5 

I’ve but one leg, yet many heads, 
And beard that’s very long. 


My leg’s true length I cannot tell, 
Tis oft a foot or more; 
And on that leg I’ve many heads, 
{ Perhaps more than a {core. 


POETRY. 
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ODE, tw the POPPY. | 
| From Defmond, a Novel, by Mrs. Smith. ] / 


OT for the promife of the labour’d field, 
Not for the good the yellow harvefts yield, 
I bend at Ceres’ fhrine; 
For dull to humid eyes appear 
The golden glories of the year ; 

Alas !—a melancholy worfbip’s mine ! 

1 hai] the goddefs for her golden flower ! { 
Thou brilliant weed, | 
That doft fo far exceed, on 

The richeft gifts gay Flora can beftow 5 

Heedlefs I pafs’d thee in life’s morning hour, 
(Thou comforter of woe) 

’Till torrow taught me to confefs thy power, 


In early days, when fancy cheats, 
A various wreath I wove; 
Of laughing Spring’s luxuriant fweets, 
To deck ungrateful love : 
The rofe, ‘or thorn, my numbers crown’d, 
As Venus fmil’d or Venus frown’d ; 
But love and joy, and all their train, are flown ; 
E’en languid Hope no more is mine, 
And I will fing of thee alone; 
Unlefs, perchance, the attributes of grief, 
The cyprefs bud, and willow leaf, 
Their pale, funereal foliage, blend with thine. 


Hail, lovely blofiom !—thou can’ft eafe, 
The wretched victims of difeafe ; 
Can’ ft clofe thofe weary eyes in gentle ficep, 
Which never open but to weep ; 


















For, oh! thy potent charm 

Can agonizing pain difarm; 
Expel imperious Memory from her feat, 
And bid the throbbing heart forget to beat. 


Soul-foothing plant !—that can fuch Mefiings give, 
By thee the mourner bears to live! 
By thee the hopelefs die ! 
Oh ! ever friendly to defpair, 
Might Sorrow’s pallid votary dare, 
Without a crime, that remedy implore, 
Which bids the fpirit from its bondage fly, 
I'd court thy palliative aid no more; 
No more I’d fue, that thou fhouldft fpread, ° 
Thy {pell around my aching head, 
But would conjure thee to impart, 
Thy balfam for a broken heart; 
And by thy foft Lethean power, 
(Ineftimable flower) 
Burft thefe terreftrial bonds, and other regions try. 





Th HUE and-OCRY. 


{From * Poems by the Aathor of The Village Curate.’’} 


YEZ, my good people draw near, 
My ftory furpafles belief, 
Yet deign for a moment to hear, 
And affift me to catch a ftray thief. 


Have you ehane’d a fair damfel to meet, 
Adarn’d dike an angel of light, 

fn arobe that flow’d down to her feet, 
No fnow on the mountain fo white. 


Silver flowers befpangled her fhoc, 

Amber locks on her fhoulders are fpread, 
Her waift had a girdle of blue, 

And a beaver-plugi’d hat had her head. 


Her fteps an impreffion fcarce leave, 
She bounds o’er the meadow fo focn : 

Hier fmile is like Autumn's clear eve, 

And her look as ference as his moon. 
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She feems to have nothing to blame, 
Deceitlefs and meek as the dove 3, 
But there lives.not a thief of fuch fame, 

She has pilfer’d below and above, 


Her cheek has the blufhes of day, 

Her neck has undone the fwan’s wing, 
Her breath has the odours of May, 

And her eye has the preps gp oF {pring. 


She has robb’d of its crimfon the rofe, 
She has dar’d the carnation to ftrip, 
The bee- who has plunder’d them‘ knows, 

And would fain fill his hive at her lip. 


She has ftol’n for her forehead fo even 
All beauty by fea and by- land, 

She has all the fine-azure-of heaven 
In the veins of het. temple and ‘hand. 


Yes, yes, the has ranfack’d above, 

She has ranfack’d both nature and art, 
She has got all we honour and love, 

And from me fhe has pilfer’d my heart. 


Bring her home, honeft friends, bring her home, 
And fet her down fafe at my door, 

Let her once my companion become, 
And i {wear fhe fhall wander no more. 


Bring her home, and [’ll give a reward 
Whofe value can never be told, 

More precious than all youjregard, 
More in worth than a houfe-full of gold. 


A reward fuch as none but a dunce, 

Such as none but a madman would mifs, 
O yes, | will give you for once 

From the charmer you bring me, a kils. 





Lines written extempore, on hearing of a late Marriage 


between a Silverfmith and a Publican’s Daughter. 


r Scripture fearch, you’ll find it faid 
That earth to earthen veffels wed ; 
But now ’tis plain the marriage knot 

To filver joins the pewter pot. 
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